
Right to reside in the UK after Brexit: the EU Settlement 
Scheme (‘EUSS’)

The EU Settlement Scheme has been introduced by the Home Office as 
a consequence of the United Kingdom leaving the European Union and 
ending free movement (more commonly known as ‘Brexit’). As part of 
the withdrawal negotiations with the EU, the UK government has agreed 
to safeguard the rights of EEA nationals (for the purposes of the EU 
Settlement Scheme, EEA nationals include the citizens of the 28 
member states of the EU and Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and 
Switzerland) and their family members of any nationality residing in the 
UK. Applying to EUSS is mandatory for those who wish to remain in the 
UK after Brexit.

In order to be eligible to apply, the EEA national must have started to 
reside in the UK by 31 December 2020, and the deadline to apply is 30 
June 2021.

If eligible, Settled Status (Indefinite Leave to Remain) or Pre-Settled 
Status (Limited Leave to Remain) will be granted by the Home Office. 
Those with Pre-settled status can then apply for Settled status after 5 
years of continuous residence (it will not be granted automatically).
EEA nationals and their family members with settled and pre-settled 
status will have the right to: work in the UK; use the NHS; enrol in 
education or continue studying; access, if eligible, public funds such as 
benefits and pensions (although persons with pre-settled status will only 
be able to do so if they show that they have an EU right to reside, such 
as being a worker); and travel in and out of the UK. Those with settled 
status will also be able to apply, if eligible, for British citizenship after one 
year of having settled status.

Visit our “Know your rights” resource to know more about your rights 
with Settled or Pre-settled status.

https://neweuropeans.uk/your-rights-card/

